
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

Dear All, 

Our first full meeting after the summer break 
on 9 & 10 September will focus on global 
warming, its consequences and measures that 
could contribute to limiting it.  

We will begin with a presentation of the IPCC 
Working Group’s recent report by its co-chair 
Valérie Masson-Delmotte. This warns that 
global warming is bringing more intense 
rainfall and associated flooding, as well as 

drought in many regions. Coastal areas face the risk of continued sea-level rise, 
contributing to more frequent and severe coastal flooding and erosion. In 
addition, further warming will amplify permafrost thawing, the melting of 
glaciers and ice sheets, and loss of summer Arctic Sea ice. 

This will be followed by Commission presentations on different elements of the 
package of legislation intended to ensure that the EU reduces its greenhouse 
gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030. These include measures to strengthen 
the Emission Trading System (ETS) and proposals to ensure that sectors not 
currently included make a cost-effective contribution to reducing total 
emissions. 

There is also a Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism to protect sectors 
exposed to a significant risk of carbon leakage by equalising the price of carbon 
between domestic products and imports. A Social Climate Fund would seek to 
address the social and distributional impacts on the most vulnerable of 
including additional sectors in the ETS. 

The final point on Thursday’s agenda will be an exchange of views with Mr Janez 
Lenarčič, Commissioner for Crisis Management, on the role of European civil 
protection against climate-induced natural disasters. This will give the 
Committee a chance to consider the floods and fires affecting various European 
regions over the summer; a topic Coordinators and Commissioner discussed at 
a special meeting on 20 July. 

We will also adopt the initiative report on “A Farm to Fork Strategy for a Fair, 
Healthy and Environmentally-Friendly Food System” in a joint meeting with the 
Agriculture Committee. This acknowledges that food systems remain one of the 
key drivers of climate change and environmental degradation. There is 
therefore an urgent need to reduce dependency on pesticides, antimicrobials 
and fertilisers, increase organic farming, and reverse biodiversity loss.  

The Farm to Fork Strategy’s key goals are therefore to reduce the 
environmental and climate footprint of the EU food system and strengthen its 
resilience; to ensure food security in the face of climate change and biodiversity 
loss; and to lead a global transition towards competitive sustainability of the 
entire food chain. 

The Committee already restarted work last week, with shorter meetings that 
adopted ENVI’s opinion on the 2022 EU budget, approved the provisional 
agreement with Council on the revision of the Aarhus Regulation and discussed 
two Court of Auditors’ special reports. One considered why greenhouse gas 
emissions from farms are not decreasing despite the Common Agricultural 
Policy accounting for half of EU climate spending. The other looked at 
inconsistent application of the Polluter Pays Principle across EU environmental 
policies and actions. 

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html   

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

Pascal Canfin – 8 September 2021 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

• Joint ENVI-AGRI INI Report on Farm to Fork Strategy - vote on the 
amendments (9/9) and on the final report (10/9) 

 Official Controls Regulation – vote on outcome of negotiations (10/9) 

 

Exchanges of views 

 The role of the Union Civil Protection Mechanism in confronting climate-
induced disasters in Europe, with Janez Lenarčič, Commissioner for Crisis 
Management (9/9) 

 Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis – presentation by IPCC 
of the findings of the WG I contribution to the 6th Assessment Report 
(9/9) 

 ETS proposal, aviation ETS proposal and the Climate Social Fund: 
Presentation by DG CLIMA (9/9) 

 Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism: Presentation by DG TAXUD (9/9) 

 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

VOTES 

A Farm to Fork Strategy 

The Farm to Fork Strategy is one of 
the key tools developed by the 
Commission in the framework of the 
European Green Deal, providing an 
opportunity to improve lifestyles, 
health, and the environment. While 
European food is reputed as being 
safe, nutritious and of high quality, 
our food system is not sustainable at 

present. It results in air, water and soil pollution, contributes to climate change, 
and consumes excessive amounts of natural resources, while a significant 
proportion of production is wasted.  

In a joint meeting with the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development, 
ENVI will adopt a report welcoming the Farm to Fork Strategy as an important 
step towards ensuring a sustainable, fair and resilient food system, which is 
central to achieving the goals set out in the European Green Deal and in the 
Sustainable Development Goals. It emphasises the links between healthy 
people, healthy societies and a healthy planet and refers to the creation of a 
holistic common food policy aimed at reducing the environmental and climate 
footprint of the EU food system. 

Rapporteurs: HAZEKAMP (THE LEFT) / DORFMANN (EPP) 
ENVI Shadows: SCHNEIDER (EPP), BORZAN (S&D), CHRISTENSEN (Renew), 
WIENER (Greens/EFA), SARDONE (ID), TERTSCH (ECR) 
AGRI Shadows: (S&D),  (Renew), METZ (Greens/EFA), MELIN 
(ID), AGUILAR (ECR), RODRIGUEZ PALOP (THE LEFT) 
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EXCHANGES OF VIEWS 

Presentation by the IPCC of the report “Climate 
Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis” 

The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC)’s latest 
report, “Climate Change 2021: 
the Physical Science Basis”, calls 
for immediate, rapid and large-
scale reductions of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) and other 
greenhouse gases (GHG) to have 
a chance of limiting global 
warming to close to 1.5°C.  

The report states that it is unequivocal that human influence has warmed the 
atmosphere, ocean and land and that the scale of recent changes across the 
climate system are unmatched over thousands of years. Evidence of observed 
changes in extremes such as heatwaves, heavy precipitation, droughts, and 
tropical cyclones, and, in particular, their attribution to human influence, has 
strengthened since the previous report on this topic in 2013. 

This report assesses the climate response to five illustrative scenarios that 
cover the range of possible future developments. It states that global surface 
temperature will continue to increase until at least the mid-century under all 
emissions scenarios considered. Global warming of 1.5°C and 2°C will be 
exceeded during the 21st century unless deep reductions in carbon dioxide 
(CO2) and other greenhouse gas emissions occur in the coming decades.  

 

Discussion with Commissioner Lenarčič on the 
Union Civil Protection Mechanism’s role in 
confronting climate-induced disasters in Europe 

Forest fires, floods and extreme 
weather events ravaged Europe this 
summer with particular intensity. 
At least 230 people have died in 
Germany and Belgium in July’s 
floods that also caused immense 
damage to the countries’ 
infrastructure. Large areas in 
Greece, Italy, or France burnt down 

in wild forest fires, a disaster that was aggravated by an unprecedented 
heatwave. In each of those cases, mobilization of the Union’s Civil Protection 
Mechanism (UCPM) brought much welcomed support to Member States. 

ENVI committee members will have an opportunity to exchange views with 
Janez Lenarčič, Commissioner for Crisis Management, on this summer’s events 
and reflect on the EU’s role in coordinating the response to large-scale 
emergencies, especially as the risk of natural disasters increases due to climate 
change. The UCPM plays a key role in improving the prevention, preparedness, 
and response to disasters as well as in strengthening coordination in the field 
of civil protection between participating counties. 

 

 

 

Presentation by DG CLIMA of proposals related to 
the Emissions Trading System (ETS) 

The European Climate Law sets a target 
of at least a 55 % net reduction in 
Greenhouse Gas emissions by 2030 
compared to 1990. The current 
legislation is expected to only reduce 
emissions by 40 %. The ‘Fit for 55’ 
legislative package, seeks to implement 
the higher target.  

The ETS revision proposal is the cornerstone of the package. It looks to: 
incentivise the uptake of low-carbon technologies while ensuring continued 
effective protection for sectors exposed to a significant risk of carbon leakage; 
address the distributional and social effects of this transition; and ensure that 
sectors such as road transport, maritime transport and buildings that are not 
currently included in the ETS contribute cost-effectively to the required 
emission reductions. 

Under the ETS, regulated entities buy or receive emissions allowances, which 
they can trade with one another. Since 2019, a Market Stability Reserve (MSR) 
has addressed the structural imbalance between the supply and demand and 
stabilised the market by removing surplus allowances. The presentation will 
cover proposed adjustments to the MSR to ensure market predictability. 

Aviation accounts for a significant and growing share of GHG emissions. The ‘Fit 
for 55’ package therefore proposes amendments to how the ETS legislation 
applies to aviation to ensure that: the sector contributes to the updated 2030 
emissions reduction target; account is taken of the International Civil Aviation 
Organization’s Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme (CORSIA) while ETS 
continues to apply in a strengthened way to intra-EEA flights; and auctioning of 
emission allowances in respect of aviation is gradually increased. 

The inclusion of the buildings and road transport sectors in the ETS scheme will 
have significant social and distributional impacts that may disproportionally 
affect vulnerable households, micro-enterprises and transport users, 
specifically affecting those with lower incomes. To address this, it is proposed 
that part of the revenue from emission trading for buildings and road transport 
will go to a new Social Climate Fund. This will provide funding to Member 
States to support policies such as temporary income support, investments to 
increase buildings’ energy efficiency and decarbonise heating and cooling of 
buildings, including the integration of energy from renewable sources, and 
grant improved access to zero- and low-emission mobility and transport. 

Presentation by DG TAXUD of the Carbon Border 
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 

As the EU raises its own climate 
ambition, the risk of ‘carbon 
leakage' may increase unless 
third countries mirror the 
breadth and effectiveness of 
EU climate policies. 
Gerassimos Thomas, Director 
General of DG Taxation and 
Customs Union, will present 
the proposal for a mechanism 

to equalise the price of carbon between domestic products and imports, 
ensuring that the EU's climate objectives are not undermined while complying 
with World Trade Organization (WTO) rules and other international obligations. 

EU importers will buy carbon certificates corresponding to the carbon price that 
would have been paid, had the goods been produced under the EU's carbon 
pricing rules. Conversely, once a non-EU producer can show that they have 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-i/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-i/


 

already paid a price for the carbon used in the production of the imported 
goods in a third country, the corresponding cost can be fully deducted for the 
EU importer. CBAM will help reduce the risk of carbon leakage by encouraging 
producers in non-EU countries to make their production processes less CO2 
intensive. 

It will be phased in gradually and initially apply only to a selected number of 
goods at high risk of carbon leakage. It will progressively become an 
alternative to the system of free allowances under the EU’s Emission Trading 

System. Certain third countries who participate in the ETS or have an emission 
trading system linked to the Union's (including members of the European 
Economic Area and Switzerland) should be exempted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent publications:  

 Workshop proceedings on the extension of Emission Trading System ETS 
to transport emissions  

 Workshop proceedings on review of Land Use, Land Use Change and 
Forestry Regulation  

 Study on the access to medicinal products 

 Study on a First appraisal of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement by Policy Department A 

 Study on the Air pollution and COVID-19  

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing 
spread of zoonotic diseases   

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on mental health 

 Webinar proceedings on Mental health during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on food and nutrition security 

 Webinar proceedings on  An EU legal framework to halt and reverse 
deforestation 

 Briefing on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds in 
transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy 

 Briefing on Impacts of climate change and air pollution on the health of 
the EU population 

 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 
positions 

 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality 

 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 
concrete progress at IMO level 

 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future 
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 
 

 

Upcoming publications: 

 In-depth analysis on the Relation between different zoonotic pandemics, 
including COVID 19 and the livestock sector, including fur production 

 Study on the COP26 Climate Change Conference, Glasgow, United 
Kingdom 

 In-depth analysis on Issues at stake at the COP15 Conference to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, Kunming, China 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-extension-of-emissio/product-details/20210511WKS03563
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-review-of-land-use-l/product-details/20210511WKS03562
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-review-of-land-use-l/product-details/20210511WKS03562
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662910/IPOL_STU(2021)662910_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662902/IPOL_STU(2021)662902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662902/IPOL_STU(2021)662902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/658216/IPOL_STU(2021)658216_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658210/IPOL_BRI(2020)658210_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658213/IPOL_BRI(2020)658213_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658209/IPOL_BRI(2020)658209_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652735/IPOL_STU(2020)652735_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/642388/IPOL_STU(2020)642388_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf


 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

 

Rapid shift to evolving renewable energy 
technologies poses new waste challenge 
for Europe 

A rapid transition to renewable energy is necessary if Europe is to achieve its 
climate objectives. Developing the infrastructure to enable this change will 
require substantial resources and generate large volumes of waste as 
equipment reaches the end of its service life. Applying circular economy 
principles in this sector provides a win-win approach to address both these 
issues, according to a European Environment Agency (EEA) briefing. More info 
here. 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

On 13 July 2021, EFSA’s Management Board adopted 
the EFSA 2022-2027 Strategy, setting out the 
priorities for the organisation, the results it aims to 

achieve and the high-level actions that will help the organisation to meet its 
objectives in the coming years. The Strategy follows the enhancement of EFSA's 
responsibilities following the entry into force of the new General Food Law in 
March 2021, significant EU-wide policy developments in its areas of activities, 
and the changes to the EFSA operations due to the COVID-19 pandemic. More 
info is available here. 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)  

Assessment of glyphosate  

ECHA will launch a public consultation on the 
Harmonised Classification and Labelling report on 

glyphosate by 24 September 2021. The consultation will be open for 60 days 
and give all interested parties the opportunity of contributing to the ongoing 
scientific assessment by submitting relevant comments and information. The 
public consultation will be run in parallel to that of EFSA on the Renewal 
Assessment Report on glyphosate. More info here.   

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
The 3rd joint EMA-ECDC communication on 
COVID-19 states that, based on current 
evidence, there is no urgent need for the 
administration of booster doses of vaccines to 
fully vaccinated individuals in the general 

population, according to a technical report issued yesterday by the European 
Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). More info here. 

EMA has started evaluating the anti-inflammatory medicine RoActemra 
(tocilizumab) to extend its use to include treatment of hospitalised adult 
patients with severe COVID-19 who are already receiving treatment with 
corticosteroids and require extra oxygen or mechanical ventilation. 

EMA’s CHMP has adopted recommendations that will increase manufacturing 
capacity and supply of COVID-19 vaccines in the EU as well as it has approved 
an additional manufacturing site for the production of Comirnaty, the COVID-
19 vaccine developed by BioNTech and Pfizer. The site, located in Saint Rémy 
sur Avre, France, is operated by Delpharm and will manufacture finished 
product providing approximately up to 51 million additional doses in 2021. 

More info here and here. 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC)  

SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern as of 6 September 
2021 

ECDC regularly assesses new evidence on variants 
detected through epidemic intelligence, rules-based 

genomic variant screening, or other scientific sources. The weekly ECDC variant 
surveillance data report can be found in the weekly COVID-19 country 
overviews. The tables include: variant of concern (VOC), variant of interest 
(VOI), or variant under monitoring (see definition above each table). For VOCs, 
clear evidence is available indicating a significant impact on transmissibility, 
severity and/or immunity that is likely to have an impact on the epidemiological 
situation in the EU/EEA. More here.  

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 21 - 22 June 2021 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 
 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 

About the editor: European Parliament, Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
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Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 27 September (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 
 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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position of the ENVI Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI Committee does not 
necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites. Photos @AdobeStock 
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